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SCHEDULE OF WORSHIP

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2009
COMMUNION SUNDAY

Rev. Jane Anderson

845am. .ccoevieiee The LU Music Scholars
10:30 @M. ceeveeeieceenen The Sanctuary Choir and
LU Music Scholars

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2009
Rev. Stephen Savides

845am. .cccoveveeeeeeeen, The Sanctuary Choir
10:30 am. oo The LU Music Scholars

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP IS
BROADCAST OVER RADIO STATION WECB
1043 FM AT 8:45AM

SOUPS, SWEETS AND SHARING

Thursday, February 12, 5:45 p.m.
All Women of the Church are invited to attend this
special time of food and fellowship. Sign-up sheets
are available in the Narthex Sunday mornings. You
can aso cal the church office to make a
reservation. A few volunteers are needed to sign up
to bring bread, raw vegetables, cheese &
crackers, and dessert.

THE BRUNCH BUNCH GROUP
For those “empty nesters’ who have been attending
or would like to attend the Brunch Bunch, our next
gathering is a 12:00 noon on Sunday, February
8" at Riverview Country Club, 1101 S. Oneida,

Appleton. Due to budget constraints, information
about Brunch Bunch will be included in The Open
Door and the Sunday bulletins and not mailed to
your home. There will be a sign-up sheet in the
narthex, or you may phone the church with your
reservations. It is most important that you reserve
by Tuesday, February 3 so tha Riverview
Country Club may plan accordingly. Last time we
ran out of their famous sweet rolls! The cost of
$10.00 includes brunch, tip, and room fee. Rev.
Amy Bertschausen, Executive Director of the
Samaritan Counseling Center, will share with us the
hope and mission of the Center. Our own Dee
Savides is a counselor there. (Did you know that
the Appleton Pastora Counsdling Center,
forerunner of the SCC, was founded in 1970 by our
church?) Many thanks to Rev. Jane Anderson and
her group of Pilgrims for sharing their journey to
France at the gathering in November. Save May 4"
for our next meeting which will feature our Prison
Ministry. If you have any questions, please phone
Judy Tonnell, 734-3359, or the church. Thank you
for your timely reservations!

MEMBERSHIP EXPLORATION CLASSES
These classes are designed for persons who are
considering membership with First Congregational
United Church of Christ. This one-day class will be
offered on Saturday, February 21, 2009 from
9:00 to 1:00 p.m. ending with lunch. Reception of
new members will be at both the 8:45 and 10:30
am. services on March 1, 2009. Contact Deb
Burich to register for
this class.




FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK:

| ¢ I A story is told of President Lincoln, in
'ml' the depths of the Civil War, visiting the
‘mmi \ew York Presbyterian Church for a
,. l| mid-day service. This occasional

practice was a respite for him during the
difficult years of the horrible war between the
states. Lincoln would slip in late by a side door and
sometimes leave early without being noticed. One
day, when he and his aide visited the church, the
president lingered there in his private corner long
after the other worshipers had gone. His aide
finally asked, “ Mr. President, what did you think of
the sermon today?” Mr. Lincoln said, “ | thought it
was eloquent, well thought out, and powerfully
delivered.” “Thenyou liked it?” the aide continued
trying to fill the silence. “No. It failed.” The
president went on, “ It did not ask of us something
great.”

In his inaugural address, our new President, Barack
Obama, asked of us something great: “ Starting
today, we must pick ourselves up, dust ourselves off
and begin again the work of remaking America.”
So many people I've talked with over the past few
days have talked about the inspirational power of
President Obama’'s words, his 18 minute inaugural
address.

It made me think of Jesus inaugura address, the
words he spoke in his very first recorded sermon,
given in his home synagogue in Nazareth. Jesus
read the words of the prophet Isaiah: “ The spirit of
the Lord God is upon me... he has sent me to bring
good news to the oppressed, to bind up the
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and release to the prisoners, to proclaim the year of
the Lord’s favor...” (Isaiah 61:1-2). When he had
finished reading those words he sat down and, from
his chair, delivered an inaugura address that
consisted of al of nine words. “Today this
scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing” (Luke
4:21). By taking the words of liberation and
salvation from Isaiah and embracing them as his
own, Jesus proclamed that he would direct his
ministry and his person to those in need, those on
the bottom of the social order. And by doing that,
Jesus asked and asks something great of us, we who
continue to minister in his name.

Who in our country today are aching to hear words
of hope and liberation fulfilled in their hearing?
The poet Langston Hughes told us in the early part
of the last century:

"I amthe poor white, fooled and pushed apart,
| amthe Negro bearing slavery@ scars,

| am the Red man, driven fromthe land,

| am the immigrant clutching the hope | seek -
And finding only the same ole stupid plan

Of dog eat dog, of mighty crush the weak."

Too often there are those who fed crushed,
oppressed, bent down under a heavy load of care
and despair, on the underside of a smothering social
order. The words of Jesus are directed to them as
words of comfort, hope, even resurrection, like
these words of the modern day poet Maya Angelou:

You may write me down in history
With your bitter, twisted lies,

You may trod me in the very dirt
But still, like dust, 1@ rise.

... Did you want to see me broken?
Bowed head and lowered eyes?
Shoulders falling down like teardrops,
Weakened by my soulful cries.

... You may shoot me with your words,
You may cut me with your eyes,

You may kill me with your hateful ness,
But still, like air, 1@ rise.

If you're on top of the world, | don’t know if Jesus
inaugural address has comforting words for you to
hear. But if sometimes you feel like the world's on
top of you, then this is Good News. The load will
be lifted off of you, because Jesus is turning the
world upside down. Peter De Vries once wrote,
“We are not primarily put on this earth to see
through one another, but to see one another
through.” That's the great thing Jesus asks of us,
not to be skeptical, cynical, and suspicious of the
sometimes grand talk of preachers and politicians,
but to roll up our sleeves and get to work, get to the
work of Jesus Christ in bringing good news to the
poor and vulnerable of thisworld.

Y our friend and fellow minister,
Rev. Steve Savides




JOYS AND CONCERNS
Members of our church family benefit from our
prayers, continuing support, and words of
encouragement as they celebrate special times or
struggle with difficult timesin their lives. Please keep
these people in your prayers. Greet them with a
loving word when you see them.

Sue Hasz' s nephew
The Livengood family on the death of Larry
Russ Mueller
Trina Reynolds
Susan Robertson
Mary Sturtevant’s son-in-law, Rob
Mary Verhyen
Kevin Worm
Val Wylie
CONTINUING PRAYERS:
Dee Abts' father
Katie Behl
Trish Brehm'’s father
Philip Buchanan
Sue Dedering’ s brother, Hal
Arline Emrich
Ingrid Fields
Steve Furstenberg
Ken Geiger
Heather Genke Bogacz
Jean Harkins
Carol Huebner
Ethel Jesse
Tenley Johnson, mother-in-law of Gene Sinner’s son
Sam Johnson
Judy Kaddatz
Tammy Nelson's mother, Jacki Krause
James Marsh, father of Mae Van Driest
Richard Miller’s son-in-law, Rick Kramer
Dan Nider's brother, David Nisler
Carlaand Dennis Oudenhoven
Lynn Panci, Moon Beach Camp, Admin. Assistant
Rev. Cathy Rennick
Bette Schmidt
Sue Schroeder
Maxine Smith
Joyce Spurlock
Helen Wright

THE DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE
OF THE OPEN DOOR IS 9:00 A.M. ON
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 20009.

MUSIC NOTES
From Director For Music Ministries, John Albrecht

Our Children’s Choir has begun work on a spring
musical—" M oses and the Freedom Fanatics’ by Hal
Hopson. The children will present the musical in
worship on Sunday, March 29, a both worship
hours. Additional singersin grades 2-6 are welcome
to join us for our Wednesday afternoon rehearsals
from 4:30-5:30 p.m. in the choir room. Please
contact me at jalbrecht@firstcongoappleton.org for
more information.

| enjoyed attending the winter conference of the
Wisconsin Choral Directors Association on January
15-17, held on the campus of UW-Eau Claire (cold,
cold, cold. . . what a weekend to travel!) Numerous
performances and workshop sessions provided
opportunities to learn from and connect with others
in the chora field. Especialy helpful to my music
ministry here were a performance and a reading
session by the ensemble World Voices of MN,
directed by Karle Erickson, that opened up new
repertoire possibilities for African Partnership
Sunday, World Communion Sunday, and generd
worship.

We are pleased to host the American Guild of
Organists Workshop at our church on Saturday
morning, February 21, with John Behnke as guest
clinician.  Mr. Behnke—a noted organist and
choral/handbell composer and arranger—will be
usng our Whitechapel Bells as part of the
workshop. The event is coordinated by our former
music director, Mary Kay Easty.

IMMEDIATE NEED!!
Wondering how to help others?
Clean your closets, attic and )

basements!  Goodwill, The J (K \

Community Clothes Closet and ‘ \\
others need your gently used ¢\ \
items. The Community Clothes 'S

Closet especialy needs children’s clothes. If you
are willing, please let me know how many bags and
or boxes of items you donate — it would be
wonderful to report next month that First
Congregational UCC members donated a ‘ton’ of
items!

Deb Burich dburich@firstcongoappleton.org




FLOWERS CAN MAKE USSMILE
Do you want fresh flowers on our communion table on Sunday morning? We have several
open Sundays for you to sponsor flowers. Remember a loved one, celebrate an
anniversary or a birthday, say thank you to a friend or just be happy that you can brighten
the sanctuary with the gift of flowers. Call the Church Office or Van Smith for details.

LUKE BIBLE STUDY
“Good News To The Outcasts” Leader: Reverend Steve Savides—Of all four Gospels, Luke is the one that is
most concerned with Jesus loving compassion for the outcast. In our Winter Bible Study, we will witness
Jesus' persistent call to surprising people: sinners and Samaritans, tax collectors and Gentiles, women and
minorities. In Luke, all the children of God are welcomed to the table of Christ’s presence and mission. We
will be taking a particular look at how table fellowship played such an important role in Jesus ministry, and,
symbolically, in Luke's Gospel. Luke provides a wonderful invitation to each of us to enter the fellowship of

Christ. January 26/28 to March 30/April 1, Monday evenings from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m., Wednesday
mor nings from 10:30 to noon

DISASTER RESPONSE WORK TRIP TO IOWA
If you are interested in participating in a disaster response work trip to lowa on March 30 & 31 contact Deb
Burich. Thistrip is being organized through the UCC national disaster response network. We need to know who
isinterested in participating so that when we have details we can notify you and make plans regarding where we
will be going/staying and what type of work we will be doing. (We don’t anticipate knowing details until afew
weeks prior to leaving!). Requirement: Flexibility, other skills helpful but not required!

PLEASE GIVE THOUGHT TO THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS.
The questions listed here will be part of a discussion on our next Hospitality Sunday, March 8". 1) We are
called by Jesus to practice ‘Hospitality at Heart.” Given what is happening in our economy, how it has affected
the communities here and elsewhere, how do you think God is calling us to respond? What ministries do you
feel we most need to be devoted to? 2.) Are there new ministries we need to devote ourselves to? How would
you be willing to help?

WINTER WOMEN'SRETREAT
Thisis aretreat for women to nurture their spirit, to rest, and relax. Itisatimeto delight in God’ s presence and
creation. It is atime away to enjoy simple gifts of friendship, fellowship, food and fun. Please join us for this
time away to refresh and renew ourselves. February 6 to 8, 2009, Theme: Simple Gifts—Nurturing our Desire
for God—Leader: Reverend Jane Anderson, Pilgrim Center—Green Lake, Wisconsin. Cost: $110.00
(includes two nights lodging and five meals)

MEETING FOR THOSE INTERESTED IN SERVING COMMUNION
On Sunday, February 22, 9:55-10:15 am there will be a meeting for everyone interested in serving communion
including those who have been serving communion and those interested in communion set-up. It will include a
brief overview and put people at ease about volunteering for this ministry. Please plan on attending and bring a
friend!

MEN IN APRONS DINNER
Saturday, February 21, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall




EXCERPTSOF A LETTER FROM PASTOR SAMUEL CHEPKONGA

“Our many greetings to you all in the name of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. | hereby take the
opportunity to really express the thanks of the A.I.C. Kerio Valey District Church Council. Receive our
gratitude from really thankful hearts and pass our thanks to al who contributed.

The church is going on well with its daily activities. We have been having planning meetings for the
church and our churches really need your prayers during this period of the year when many of our members are
really busy.

At the moment we have little grain and many parts of our country is experiencing drought and famine.
The statistics say that over ten million people will experience drought and famine. The rainswill come just
around March and April. The areas which will be affected include Kerio Valley and our neighborhoods the
Pokots and the Turkana. The government islooking for food and appealing to other governments to assist with
food. The Kerio church memberswill be affected sometimes in the months ahead.

The church understands the economic difficulties which you people are experiencing for they too are
undergoing the same. Please know we are with you during this hard time.

Mildred at the moment is at home because most of the Kenyan teachers are on strike. Brother Kip has
written to us that our partnership will be ten years old this year. He has said that you are coming from 10™ to
24™ June this year. Our members will prepare and continue praying for that time and they all wish you and the
church God'’ s blessings in your day to day activities. We also need your prayers so that the Lord may enlarge
our territories so that we could reach many people for his own Kingdom.”

Yoursin service, Samuel Chepkonga

EYEGLASSCOLLECTION
Throughout the entire month of February

A collection of used and unused eyeglasses to help those in need takes place throughout the entire month of
February. This collection is done in collaboration with Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and the Kaukauna and
Grand Chute Lions Clubs. Drop off glasses during regular business hours at any of these locations:

Thrivent Financial For Lutherans N.E. WI Regional Office, 122 E. College Ave., Appleton

Wichmann Funeral Home, 537 N. Superior St., Appleton

Fargo Funeral Home, 400 W. Wisconsin Ave., Kaukauna

UNDERSTANDING LOSS...THE GRIEF PROCESS
Monday, February 9™, 6:30 - 8:30pm

Wichmann Tri-County Chapel, 3212 S. Oneida St., Appleton
Understanding Loss...The Grief Processis a gathering for those who are grieving to better understand the
unigue and common effects of loss, the grieving process, and the journey toward healing. Call 920-831-9905 or
visit www.wichmannfargo.com to register (reservations are appreciated for planning purposes, but not
necessary).
Co-Sponsored with Affinity Visiting Nurses Hospice and ThedaCare At Home Hospice

HEART TO HEART (Blood Drive)...Giving Lifein Memory of aLife
Saturday, February 14", 8:00am - 12:00pm
St. Paul Elder Services, 316 E. 14" Street, Kaukauna
The Community Blood Center, 4406 W. Spencer Street, Appleton
Heart to Heart is an opportunity to honor the memory of our loved ones on Vaentines Day by donating blood
and giving life to others. Memorial boards will be at each location for donors to post the names of loved ones on
whose behalf they have donated. Call 920-738-3131 to schedule your donation at the Blood Center and 920-
766-6188 at St. Paul’s. Walk-ins are welcome at both locations.
Co-Sponsored with St. Paul Elder Services and The Community Blood Center




ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY

SAVING JESUS
FACILITATOR: Reverend Jane Anderson

Ever feel like Jesus has been kidnapped by the Christian right or the Secular Left? Saving Jesusisa
revolutionary DV D-based small group exploration of Jesus Christ for the third millennium. Featuring leading
religious voices of our day, this 6-week program will explore interesting questions such as:

Introduction: Jesus through the Ages

Who was Jesus? featuring Matthew Fox

What Can We Know About Jesus (and How)?

The World into Which Jesus Was Born featuring John Dominic Crossan

Jesus' Birth: Incarnation

Teachings of Jesus. Wisdom Tradition featuring Bernard Brandon Scott

Jesus' Program: The Kingdom of God featuring John Dominic Crossan

Jesus' Ministry of Compassion

Killing Jesus, Part One: Who Killed Jesus? featuring Amy-Jill Levine and Helen Prejean

10 Killing Jesus, Part Two: The Atonement featuring Rita Nakashima Brock and Rebecca Ann Parker
11. The Resurrection of Christ featuring James Forbes

12. Why Jesus Is Worth Saving featuring Marcus Borg

Join the above listed individuals for a conversation around the relevance of Jesus Christ for today. Please
sign up in the Narthex if you are interested.

MARCH 4, 11, 18, 25, April 8, and 15
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS from 6:15to 7:30 p.m.

CoNou~wWNPE




