FIRST
CONGREGATIONAL

UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST

724 E. South River Street
Appleton, Wisconsin 54915
Waebsite: www.firstcongoappleton.org

THE OPEN DOOR

MARCH 11, 2009
Issue 4 Volume 09

Office (920) 733-7393
Fax number (920) 733-7022

Stephen P. Savides, Senior Pastor
Jane B. Anderson, Co-Pastor
Maynard E. Beemer, Pastor Emeritus
Gene Sinner, Church Administrator

Kara J. Woodford, Director for Children’s Ministries
Deb Burich, Director for Volunteer Ministries

John M. Albrecht, Director for Music Ministries

Jon D. Riehle, Organist

SCHEDULE OF WORSHIP

SUNDAY, MARCH 15, 2009
Rev. Stephen Savides

845am. ..o The LU Music Scholars
Molly Wilson, soloist
10:30 @M. v, The Sanctuary Choir
Molly Wilson, soloist

SUNDAY, MARCH 22, 2009
MISSION SUNDAY

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
8:45 and 10:30 am.
Sermon/Music

Bryan Sirchio,
singer/songwriter
The Junior Choir of the Appleton Boychoir

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP IS
BROADCAST OVER RADIO STATION WECB
1043 FM AT 8:45A.M

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING —

SUNDAY, MARCH 22, 2009
“When seventeen-year-old Jeff Galasyn from Saco,
Maine signed up for his third disaster recovery
mission trip in New Orleans, he wasn't thinking
about how your gifts to One Great Hour of
Sharing helped create the program that facilitated
his hands-on service. His heart was in the
wallboards of the home he was repairing so the
family could move back in and get a new start in
life.

When Chris Rose, a columnist for the Times
Picayune newspaper in New Orleans drove by that
house one day and stopped to interview Jeff, Chris
wasn't thinking about how your gifts to OGHS
made it possible for volunteers from all over the

country to stay involved in the lives of neighbors
recovering from disaster. His heart was in the story
Jeff told of paying more attention to the world
around him, of asking hard questions, of listening
more to peopl€ s stories. Chris began to look around
again with new eyes and make his own life-
changing commitments.

When Roma T. Lambourne, an 84-year old resident
of New Orleans, read Chris' newspaper column and
wrote a thank you addressed ssimply to the high
school in Saco, Maine, she wasn't thinking directly
about your OGHS gifts. Her heart was in the
gratitude she experienced in the presence of God
through the commitment of these volunteers to
accompany those affected by disaster.

As Rene Menard, the assistant headmaster of the
high school in Saco, Maine, read Mrs. Lamboune's
note in the school assembly and wrote back to her
his own thanks, he wasn't thinking about how your
gifts to OGHS were more than ‘just checks His
heart connected with the real lives that had been
touched and changed.

Today, as Jeff is more aware of the world globally
and more aware of people in his own community
with different stories to tell, his heart continues to
be touched and changed — as are the people around
him.

You are part of this multi-layered story. You are
personaly involved in disaster recovery through
your giftsto OGHS. Y our treasure puts into motion
these heart wrapped connections that make God's
lovereal in the world.”

(reprinted from the OGHS 2008 mission report)

Get involved. Offer your gifts. Multiply the
resources that change lives!
Deb Burich




FROM THE PASTOR’'SDESK:

"LOSNG YOURLIFE TO SAVE IT"
[

Perhaps the most difficult lesson Jesus

ever taught is found in these words from

Mark’s Gospdl: “For those who want to

save their life will loseit, and those who

lose their life for my sake, and for the

sake of the gospel, will save it” (8:35).
In these words, Jesus invites us to join him on a
path that leads to salvation while informing us that
this path means traveling through places of
suffering. In these words, Jesus leads us into the
heart of our Lenten journey.

Laurence Housman once wrote: “Thou the Cross
didst bear:/ What bear |? Thou the thorn didst
wear:/What wear |? Thou to death didst dare:
/What dare |? Thou for me dost care:/What care
I?”  Jesus the Teacher invites usin to share his way
of suffering and new life. In fact, he tells us that it
isthe only way. But do we have the courage to take
that way?

A man was walking among the rocks on a hillside
and suddenly slipped and plunged over a cliff. As
he was falling, his arm shot and his hand grabbed a
branch that broke through the rocks on the cliff-
face. But the branch wasn®a very sturdy one and
there was no way for him to climb back up. So the
man screamed for help - "Help me, help me! Is
there anyone up there? Help me, anyone!”

Suddenly he heard a voice respond - "Have no fear.
I'll help you." The man asked, "Who is that up
there?" "It is God," the voice responded. And God
told him, "Just let go of the branch and then I will
carry you up to safety.” "What?" the man said.
"Let go of the branch and then | will carry you up to
safety.” The man thought about it for a minute, then
called out, "Is there anyone else up there?"

The way that Jesus invites us to undertake is not the
way we would prefer. In fact, we'd take just about
any other way we could. But sometimes there is no
other way.

Severa years ago, | listened to a taped presentation
made by Dr. Rachel Naomi Remen entitled "The
Creative Use of Illness.” In her presentation, Dr.
Remen speaks about how, in the midst of the

tragedy of a serious illness, while we are struggling
with depression and despair, we are also afforded a
unigue opportunity. 1t® easy, she says, when we or
somebody we love is stricken with illness to
conclude, as she puts it, "The world's unfair, I'm
unlucky, God is dead.”

But it doesn't have to be that way, Dr. Remen tells
us. She relates the story of a physician that she
knew, a man who had been helping others all his
life but always had an emptiness, a sense of anger
and despair, hidden inside of him. A few weeks
after he discovered that he had cancer, just as he
was about to pick up the refrain of despair - The
world® unfair; 1@ unlucky; God is dead - just then
this physician had the first dream that he
remembered in over 50 years. The dream went
something like this:

He was walking in Washington D.C. when
suddenly he came across a zoo. And in the
center of the zoo was an eagle in a cage.
The eagle was sleeping. But suddenly the
eagle awoke, spread its wings, and flew
right through the bars of the cage as if they
didn't exist - flew right into freedom.

That was his dream. What did it mean? Dr. Remen
believes that when we encounter the tragedy of
serious illness, the seeker inside of usis released -
the one who asks the difficult questions and really
wants to know their answers. In this dream the
physician's seeker was that eagle. Cancer woke the
sleeping eagle and, once awakened, the seeker was
no longer caged but let free. Now was the time to
encounter the meaning of life. What a paradox - i
the midst of facing death, suddenly we begin to seek
a real appreciation of life. How is it Jesus put it?
Whoever loses her life for my sake and the gospel®
will saveit."

Let's be honest with ourselves: we know that the
seeker isthere, that it lurks just beneath the surface.
We give ourselves little speeches that we have to
remember what's most important, most lasting, most
real; that we should live our lives asif death is near
and therefore each day is precious. Yet still it's at
those times when we most feel the nearness of death
that we learn how to live.




It doesn®have to be that way. We can embrace the
lesson of our teacher Jesus today, without the
tragedies, without a brush with death. For it® not
just in encountering illness, difficulty, and death
that we can encounter the truth of JesusCteaching
about suffering. Every single day we can choose
God®way of losing our life and yet gaining it:

Philip Yancy notes that in his career as a writer and
journalist he has interviewed a wide range of people
whom he divides roughly into two types: the stars
and the servants. For the stars - NFL football
greats, famous authors, TV personalities - he has
sympathy.  These "idols," he says, "are as
miserable a group of people as | have ever met."
They appear to have more troubled marriages,
tormented psyches, and incurable self-doubts than
most. The servants, on the other hand - relief
workers in Bangladesh or Ph.D.® scattered through
the jungles of South America trandating the Bible
into obscure languages - are the favored ones. “I
was prepared to honor and admire these servants,
to uphold them as inspiring examples. | was not
prepared, however, to envy them. But as | now
reflect on the two groups, stars and servants, the
servants clearly emerge as the favored ones, the
graced ones. They work for low pay, long hours,
and no applause, ‘wasting their talents among the
poor and uneducated. But somehow, in the process
of losing their lives, they have found them.”

We cling to the branch sometimes, fervently
clutching on to our own lives no matter how barren
or how despairing they might be. Even if we feel
like the world's unfair, I'm unlucky, and God is
dead, we hold on, we hold on tight. But Jesus asks
us to let go; to let go of our despair, to let go of our
bitterness, to let go of our own empty answers.
Instead, he offers us a way into hope and new life.
It is away whose first and most important steps are
taken along paths of service and suffering. And,
ultimately, there is no other way: “For whoever
would save her life will lose it; and whoever loses
his life for my sake and the gospel's will saveit.”

Y our friend and fellow minister,
Rev. Steve Savides

WEBSITE REDESIGN COMMITTEE

A committee has formed to plan and carry out a
redesign of the church® website. Input from the
congregation will be an important part of the
planning, so be on the watch for opportunities to
participate. Meanwhile, if you have suggestions or
guestions, or would like to help with the effort,
please contact one of the committee members. Steve
Hirby, Rick Reid, Dave Willems, or Kara
Woodford.

EASTERLILIES

Please help fill the Sanctuary with color

and celebration for Easter Sunday.

Please take this opportunity to reflect and

rejoice for the many blessings you have

received with a gift to the Easter Display.
Donations can be made in memory or in honor of a
loved one or to celebrate a special moment in your
life. Suggested donation is $15.00. Contributors to
the display will appear in the bulletin on Easter
Sunday aong with their special message.
Following the 10:30 am. Easter service, you may
take your Easter lily home. Call the church office
to sign up.

Congratulations to church member
Mike Weaver who was recently
recognized with a Volunteer of the Year award at
the Kaukauna Service Organization Appreciation
Night. Among other organizations, Mike is active
with the Patriot Guard who provides recognition to
our returning vets and comfort to Wisconsin Gold
Star families. Mike was a medic in the Vietnam
War. God bless you, Mike, for your ministry!

ADULT VOLUNTEERSNEEDED!
We ae in need of adult B
volunteers to help in the Infant
room on Sunday mornings at
both services. Severa of our
infant parents are either in the
choir or are teaching in the
Pathways program. Please give
prayerful consideration to this |mportant ministry in
our church.
The following Sundays are still in need of help:
8:45 service: March 15, May 10
10:30 service: March 15, April 5, April 19, May 3,
May 10, May 17




JOYS AND CONCERNS
Members of our church family benefit from our
prayers, continuing support, and words of
encouragement as they celebrate special times or
struggle with difficult times in their lives. Please
keep these people in your prayers. Greet them
with aloving word when you see them.

The family of Philip Buchanan on his death
Tony Grade' s father
Lynn Hanna
Sue Hasz' s nephew
Russ Mueller
Ruth Reinick
Trina Reynolds
Daniel Schmidt
Maxine Smith
Logan Sprissler
Mary Sturtevant’s son-in-law, Rob Cope
Lester Vogt
Melba Webster, grandmother of Rhonda Vanden
Boogaard
Kevin Worm
Va Wylie
CONTINUING PRAYERS:
Dee Abts father and mother
Katie Behl
Trish Brehm's father
Sue Dedering' s brother, Hal
Arline Emrich
Ingrid Fields
Steve Furstenberg
Ken Geiger
Barry Helms
Heather Genke Bogacz
Jean Harkins
Carol Huebner
Ethel Jesse
Sam Johnson
Judy Kaddatz
Tammy Nelson’s mother, Jacki Krause
James Marsh, father of Mae Van Driest
Richard Miller’s son-in-law, Rick Kramer
Dan Nider's brother, David Nisler
Carlaand Dennis Oudenhoven
Lynn Panci, Moon Beach Camp, Admin. Assistant
Rev. Cathy Rennick
Bette Schmidt
Joyce Spurlock
Mya Wardle, daughter of Brian and Lecia Wardle
Helen Wright

MUSIC NOTES
From Director For Music Ministries, John Albrecht

The rest of March is anything but “typical” in its
musical offerings!

**On March 15", our choirs will present a
baptismal anthem, “Grow in Grace,” written by
Malcolm Archer. Mr. Archer is our commissioned
composer for our new Pentecost anthem,
“Pentecost,” to be premiered on Pentecost Sunday,
May 31%. The Sanctuary Choir began rehearsing
this exciting new work last week.

**On March 22, singer/songwriter Bryan Sirchio
will share his music in worship. Also participating
in worship that morning will be the Junior Choir of
the Appleton Boychoir—a small sampling of the
Appleton Boychoir's 30" Anniversary Concert in
Lawrence Memorial Chapel on Friday evening,
March 27. Please see the Appleton Boychoir
website for ticket information!

**On March 29, our own Children’s Choir will be
presenting the lively and humorous re-telling of a
portion of the Exodus story, “Moses and the
Freedom Fanatics” The musica is double-cast,
allowing more of our children to develop their
musical and dramatic gifts. Lending her dramatic
expertise to the project is Dee Savides, as we work
together to bring the story to life.

The Lawrence Faculty Brass Quintet, with timpanist
Victoria Daniel, will again join usin 8:45 and 10:30
am. worship on Easter Sunday, April 12. Many of
you may recall their playing at First Congregational
for thefirst time last Easter.

And, mark your calendars for Sunday, April 26,
when our Sanctuary Choir, the LU Scholars soloists,
and orchestra present Bruckner’s TE DEUM in both
worship services. This time-honored setting is
considered one of the finest musical expressions of
this historic text.

THE DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT
ISSUE OF THE OPEN DOOR 1S 9:00
AM. ON MONDAY, MARCH 16,
2009.




FEBRUARY MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS

BIRTHS
Isabella Kate Bauman, daughter of Eric and Lori
Bauman, born February 5, 2009

BAPTISMS
Eliott James Munz, son of Steven and Jaime Munz,
February 8, 2009
~
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OGHSLIVE!

Live, 45 minute interactive sessions featuring
persons engaged in OGHS supported ministries will
be offered on five Wednesdays during Lent. Talk to
a refugee from Sudan, resettled by UCC
congregations. Explore health care for the poor
with an OGHS supported missionary in India
Engage Disaster Recovery mission workers aong
the Gulf coast. Join one or participate in al five.
For details go to www.ucc.org/oghs

EMERGENCY SHELTER

Please give thought to donating to the Emergency
Shelter any small toiletry bottles that you have
collected while travelling. You may place them in
the basket in the Narthex labeled Emergency
Shelter.

FAMILY FUN NIGHT
Howdy Folks! Did ya'll hear about the
FAMILY GAME NIGHT coming
up? Well, pull your boots and spurs
on and mosey on over to the church
Saturday, March 28", at 5:30 p.m.
There will be plenty o grub and
some great family games. So saddle up and git
ready for fun! Make sure the whole family is there,
yawon®want to miss a moment!

SUNDAY, MARCH 29 8:45 AND 10:30 A.M.
The First Congregational Children’s Choir
presents “Moses And The Freedom Fanatics’ By
H. Hopson.

READ TO ME PROGRAM

We continue to collect children’s books for the
“Read to Me” program at Redgranite Prison. The
inmates are video-taped reading the book (or a
portion of it) and then the tape and the book is sent
to their child. It is a way that the fathers can
maintain some contact with their children. Books
can range from baby's board books up through
Harry Potter level. If you are at St. Vincent's, the
Easter Seal shop or

Goodwill perhaps you

can find books there to

contribute  to  this

project. Books do not

have to be new but

should be only “gently

used,” If there is a

child’s name in the front of the book or minimum
writing, we will cover that up before delivering
them to Redgranite.

ESTHER
Theinterfaith social-justice or ganization
in the Fox Valley

Treatment Instead of Prison
Saving Money — Saving Communities
Saving Families
Community Forum
Monday, March 30th 6:30 p.m.

St. Bernard Catholic Church
1617 W Pine St, Appleton

How does drug and alcohol addiction impact our
justice system?

Will treatment make safer neighborhoods?

Can Wisconsin afford to build additional prisons?
What treatment options are available?

Get your gquestions answered at this forum with
guest panelists including Outagamie Circuit Court
Judge Nancy Krueger.

Sponsors Include:
Family Services, Mooring House, NAMI, Theda
Care

For more information, contact us; esther.foxvalley
@gmail.com, 920 216 0891




SUMMARY, CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING, FEBRUARY 24, 2009

The By-Laws of First Congregationa United Church of Christ authorize the Church Council to act on behalf of
the congregation between meetings of the congregation. Council would like to keep members informed about
itswork, so we offer in The Open Door each month a brief summary of our decisions and discussion. Readers
who are interested in knowing more or providing feedback are encouraged to contact the Moderator, John Hoft-

Decisions made:

Approved a proposal from Adult Education & Spiritual Formation to launch, on apilot basis, online
forums for use by the congregation in discussing questions and topics of importance to the ministry
teams and Council. The pilot forum will be devoted to the two hospitality Sunday-questions relating to
ministry in challenging economic times.

Approved Mission & Outreach's request for designated funds totaling $4,000 in support of the Kenya
Partnership and a2Sharing God' s love and grace® project.

Changed the date of the leadership retreat from March 7 to March 28 in order to alow the planning to
benefit from discussion that would occur on Hospitality Sunday (March 8).

Affirmed that Karon Sandberg, a student at United Theological Seminary in the Twin Cities, will bea
seminary intern at our church during 2009-10.

Authorized removing 2Interim® from the titles of the Pathways Coordinator and Middle School
Coordinator. These part-time positions were titled 2interim® when created (spring 2008) because of
budget uncertainties; they are funded in the 2009 budget at alevel that allows us to sustain programming
while reducing costs.

Affirmed the recommendation of the Stewardship Ministry Team not to proceed with a congregation-
wide re-pledging effort at thistime. (This possibility had been raised at the Annual Meeting.)

Other topics discussed:

Overal income was slightly ahead of budget for the month of January, with expenditures also running
slightly ahead due to the costs of snow removal and utilities. Pledge receipts are exactly on target.

During 2009, the stewardship team will continue to reach out to the congregation with the program of
education begun last fall focusing on 2the life of the generous.®

The 2009 annua meeting was reviewed and a number of changes were noted.
A committee has been formed to devel op a position description for a youth ministry coordinator.

A committee within the Northeast Association, including three members from our church, is actively
pursuing planting a new UCC congregation in our area.

In conjunction with the Samaritan Counseling Center, a support group is forming for those dealing with
loss of jobs.

Rev. Jane Anderson has been named to the national Executive Council of the UCC. Her duties include
meetings in Cleveland three times a year and Conference Board of Directors meetings.

For more information on any of these topics or to provide input about them, please contact the Moderator, John
Hoft-March.

Seve Hirby







HELP FOR THE HOMELESS

MARCH 7—31

Christian Family Radio, WEMY 91.5 FM Green Bay, WEMI 91.9 FM Appleton/Oshkosh, with help from
Festival Foods, Thrivent Financial for Lutheran, Affinity Health System, and WFRV Channel 5 invites
Northeast Wisconsin to help 36 area crisis shelters and programs as they provide hope to the needy.
Shelters and programs being assisted include in the Fox Cities include:

B.A.B.E.S. of New London, Candlelight Vision Corp., CAP Services, Cerebral Palsy of Mideast Wisconsin,
COTS Transitional shelters for Men and Women, Emergency Shelter of the Fox Valley, Evangel Worship
Center Pantry, Fox Cities Community Health Clinic, Harbor House, Housing Partnership of the Fox Cities,

LEAVEN, Mother and Unborn baby care, and Salvation Army

REQUESTED DONATIONS

Hair Care:
Shampoo
Conditioner
Hair brushes
Combs

Ethnic products
Clips & elastics
Hair spray
Styling products
Little girl items

Dental Care:
Toothbrushes
Toothpaste
Mouthwash
Denta floss
Denture care

Baby Care: Non Prescription Meds: Cleaning Supplies. Misc:

Diapers Chap stick Laundry soap Soft soap

Wipes Children's pain meds Dish soap Bar soap

Baby Bottles Pedialyte Garbage bags Deodorant

Sip Cups Band Aids Floor cleaner Razors

Baby lotion Rubbing alcohol Bleach Shaving cream

Baby shampoo | Hydrogen peroxide Cleansers Nail clippers

Rash ointment | Anti-diarrhea meds Sponges Cotton balls
Antiacids Disinfectant cleaner | Q-tips
Antibiotic ointment Toilet bowl cleaner | Moisturizer/lotions
Cold meds Dryer sheets Contact solution

Paper Liquid Benadryl Can openers

Products: Sun screen

Toilet tissue Treatment for Head Lice

Facial tissue

Paper towels

Feminine care

COLLECTION SITES: *

Festival Foods Stores, Affinity Medical Group Clinics, St. Elizabeth Hospital

*A COLLECTION BOX WILL ALSO BE LOCATED IN THE NARTHEX.




