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CHURCH SCHOOL/MIDDLE SCHOOL 
REGISTRATION 

We have already begun planning our schedule and 
curriculum for next year.  It helps us to plan for the 
upcoming year when we have updated registrations 
and a list of parents who are willing to teach or 
guide.  

To register please go to: 
http://firstcongopathways.org/register.html 

(for church school) or 
http://www.middleschool.firstcongopathways.org 

(for Middle School).   
You can register online or print the forms and send 
them to the church office. 

 

CHURCH PICTORIAL DIRECTORY 
Directories have arrived and are 
available in the Church Office 
during the week and in the narthex on 
Sunday mornings.  Please take only one copy per 
family.  

THE MISSION OF OUTREACH 
Each Sunday in the bulletin you have been provided 
with a copy of the Calendar of Prayer for the United 
Church of Christ.  On May 31 the copy you 
received contained an article about our church 
featuring Deb Burich, our Director for Volunteer 
Ministries.  In the event you missed this article it is 
printed below:  
How Great Thou Art rang out during the worship 
service in Liter, Kenya as visiting members of First 
Congregational UCC in Appleton, Wisconsin 
prayed and sang with their sisters and brothers 
from the District Council of Churches of the Kerio 
Valley.  First Congregational has had a partnership 
with the Kenyan church since 1999 and on their 
most recent trip there, installed the first water 
purification system in the Kerio Valley. The 
congregation’s Director of Volunteer Ministries 
Deb Burich heard stories of Kenyan women risking 
their lives to help young girls flee from the ritual of 
female genital mutilation and of church buildings 
being built brick by brick. Burich became caught up 
in the spirit as the blended group prayed often and 
openly. She was grateful for their Kenyan partners, 
who taught them to overcome their awkwardness 
and inhibitions when it comes to community prayer. 
Praise God!   
Deb is again in Kenya as you are reading this with   
Abbey Casper-Curtis, Wayne Lannoye, and Wanda 
Van De Hey.  They are celebrating the 10th year of 
our Kenya partnership.  
 

Stephen P. Savides, Senior Pastor                                                                       Kara J. Woodford, Director for Children’s Ministries                                                       
Jane B. Anderson, Co-Pastor                                     Deb Burich, Director for Volunteer Ministries  
Maynard E. Beemer, Pastor Emeritus    John M. Albrecht, Director for Music Ministries                                                                               
Gene Sinner, Church Administrator                                                                          Jon D. Riehle, Organist    

 

SCHEDULE OF WORSHIP 

SUNDAY, JUNE 21, 2009 
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
FATHER’S DAY 
9:30 a.m. 
Sermon ................................ Rev. Jane Anderson 
Music: 
9:30 a.m. ......................... Molly Wilson, soprano   
 
SUNDAY, JUNE 28, 2009 
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
9:30 a.m. 
Sermon .................................. Rev. Mark Holmes 
Music: 
9:30 a.m.   ..................... Jack Harris, harpsichord 
 David Cook, organ 
 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP IS 
BROADCAST OVER RADIO STATION WECB 

104.3 FM AT 8:45 A.M 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MUSIC NOTES 
From Director For Music Ministries, John Albrecht 

We celebrated Pentecost Sunday on May 31st with 
our commissioned anthem, “Pentecost,”  by noted 
British composer and organist Malcolm Archer.  The 
work has been submitted for publication, in hopes 
that it will be picked up by a major catalogue, 
making the work available to other church music 
programs.  My thanks to our dedicated Sanctuary 
Choir for their full season, concluding with their 
beautiful singing of this new work! 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, JULY 12, when we 
will be offering a FAMILY CHOIR.  Parents, 
college-age students, youth, and children are all 
invited to arrive at church at 8:30 a.m. to rehearse an 
anthem and hymn arrangements for the 9:30 a.m. 
service.  Come share your gifts, singing side-by-side 
with family members and friends.    

Thank you to the many who have volunteered as 
summer musicians!  Your response has been great, 
with every Sunday “booked”  with at least one vocal 
or instrumental soloist/ensemble.  Vocalists and 
instrumentalists who were still checking calendars 
are encouraged to call me ASAP, as we may be able 
to “double-up”  offerings on some Sundays.   

 
CHILDREN’S BULLETIN… 

 For the summer months we are 
putting together a weekly Children’s 
Bulletin that is available in the 
Narthex in a large white basket 
labeled “CHILDREN’S BULLETINS.”    Each 
bulletin is in a canvas bag containing colored 
pencils.  This bulletin has puzzles for children of 
various ages that relate to each Sunday’s Bible 
reading and sermon.  After the service, please return 
the canvas bag and colored pencils to the basket but 
take the bulletin home and use it to talk with your 
child about the service and what they learned from 
it.   
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JOYS AND CONCERNS 

Members of our  church family benefit from 
our  prayers, continuing support, and words of 
encouragement as they celebrate special times 
or  struggle with difficult times in their  lives.  
Please keep these people in your  prayers.  
Greet them with a loving word when you see 
them. 
 
Dee Abts’  father 
Judy Bowman 
Mary Kay Easty 
Sue Hasz’s nephew 
Evelyn Gelbke 
John Masaros 
Ruth Reinick 
Don Stoegbauer 
Melba Webster, grandmother of Rhonda Vanden  
     Boogaard 
Kevin Worm 

CONTINUING PRAYERS: 

Dee Abts’  mother 
Katie Behl 
Trish Brehm’s father 
Ingrid Fields 
Steve Furstenberg 
Ken Geiger 
Tony Grade’s father 
Barry Helms 
Heather Genke Bogacz 
Jean Harkins 
Carol Huebner 
Ethel Jesse 
Sam Johnson 
Judy Kaddatz 
Tammy Nelson’s mother, Jacki Krause 
James Marsh, father of Mae Van Driest 
Richard Miller’s son-in-law, Rick Kramer 
Russ Mueller 
Carla and Dennis Oudenhoven 
Trina Reynolds 
Bette Schmidt 
Joyce Spurlock 
Mary Sturtevant’s son-in-law, Rob Cope 
Mya Wardle, daughter of Brian and Lecia 
    Wardle 
Helen Wright 
 

THE DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE 
OF THE OPEN DOOR IS 9:00 A.M. ON 
MONDAY, JUNE 22, 2009.  



NEW MEMBERS RECEIVED  
JUNE 7, 2009 

Connie Busick &  Sunny L ink:  604 Hansen St., 
Neenah, WI 54956     920-284-5447 
Connie & Sunny grew up in Iowa and moved to this 
area 10 years ago.  Connie is a care provider for 
adults with developmental disabilities and Sunny is 
a self employed harp and piano instructor as well as 
an accompanist and performer.  They are involved 
in animal rescue; enjoy hiking, home improvement 
projects, Renaissance Faires and fine arts as well as 
spending time with their 3 cats and 2 dogs.  They 
join us by reaffirmation of faith.  
 
Elizabeth (L iz) Dettwiler :  N930 County CB, 
Greenville, WI 54942   920-585-2383 
Liz grew up in Milwaukee and has a son, Joe (18).  
She is a billing clerk for National Envelope and 
enjoys walking and reading.  She has volunteered 
with the Boy Scouts and Theda Clark Hospital.  She 
joins us by transfer from First United Methodist 
Church, Appleton.  
 
Kar l &  Tana Jerde:  W5974 Blazing Star Dr., 
Appleton, WI  54915   920-922-9273 
Karl grew up in Prairie du Chien, WI and Tana in 
Cody, Wyoming.  They have two sons, Alexander 
(A.J.) and Isaac (Ike).  They moved to this area 1 ½ 
years ago from Fond du Lac. Karl is an ERP 
manager for Eggers Industry.  Tana is a self 
employed speech language pathologist - Learning 
RX.  Karl enjoys hunting, fishing and golfing.  Tana 
enjoys jewelry making, reading and anything 
creative.  They are involved in their children’s 
schools – Johnston Montessori and Valley New 
School governance boards & classroom volunteers 
as well as Lego League and Destination 
Imagination.  They join us by transfer from First 
Presbyterian Church, Fond du Lac.  
 
Ben Kons: N9144 Kernan Ave., Appleton, WI 
54915 920-209-9363 
Ben & Dana both grew up in the Fox Cities area.  
The have one daughter, Leah (8 weeks old).  Ben is 
a police officer in Grand Chute and Dana is an 
accountant for Pierce Manufacturing.  They enjoy 
traveling, camping, golfing and spending time with 
Leah.  Ben joins us by reaffirmation of faith. Dana 
has been a member of First Congregational for 
many years.  
 
 

Stephen &  L indsey Marta:  633 Appleton St., 
Menasha, WI 54952   920-558-4474 
Stephen & Lindsey grew up in Appleton.  They 
have two daughters, Izabella (7) and Ava (2).  Steve 
is an insurance agent for ABC Financial and 
Lindsey is a fulltime mom and student midwife.  
Steve likes to hunt, fish and be outdoors. Lindsey 
enjoys parenting and they all like to travel.  Lindsey 
is also involved with the Safari Club International – 
Humanitarian Division.  They join us by 
reaffirmation of faith.  
 
Joshua &  Kr istin Modder:  114 Alton Ct., 
Appleton, WI 54911    920-832-1147 
Joshua grew up in Kenosha and Kristin in Neenah.  
They are the parents of Jackson Rex (3) and 
Phinneas Edward (to be born 6/5/09).  Joshua is a 
physician at Valley Urologic Associates/AMC and 
Kristin is a homemaker.  They enjoy music, outdoor 
activities, camping & boating. They are also 
involved with the YMCA.  They join us by 
reaffirmation of faith.  
 
Elizabeth (L isa) Righter :  1701 S. Seminole Rd., 
Appleton, WI 54914 920-735-5526 
Lisa grew up in Dayton, Ohio and moved to 
Appleton 1 ½ years ago.   She is family physician 
and UW Health faculty member as well as being 
involved with the Wisconsin Academy of Family 
Physicians.  She enjoys scuba diving and dance.  
She joins us by transfer from Cross Creek 
Community Church, Dayton, OH. 
 
David &  Kim Schiedermayer:  4721 Chicory 
Lane, Appleton, WI 54914   920-574-3832 
Dave & Kim grew up in Appleton and were high 
school sweethearts!  They have three adult children, 
Jonathan (28), Daniel (26) and Elizabeth (24).  
Dave is a palliative care physician with Theda 
Clark/Theda Care.  Kim works in marketing/sales 
for Greg Markim, Inc. (hand papermaking 
kits/supplies).  They lived in Milwaukee for 30 
years prior to moving to Appleton 9 months ago.  
Dave enjoys running, wine making/brewing and is a 
lifelong harmonica player and poet.  Kim enjoys 
music, gardening and having people over.  They 
join us by transfer from Elmbrook Church, 
Waukesha, WI.  
 
 
 
 



Eric &  Sarah Wilterdink:  18 E. Silverspur Lane, 
Appleton, WI  54915   920-738-0535 
Eric & Sarah grew up in Sheboygan Falls and 
moved to Appleton 9 years ago.  They are the 
parents of Kyle (6) and Jeremiah (2 yr. 11mo.).  
Eric is a finishing technician at Gulfstream 
Aerospace.  Sarah is a kindergarten teacher and 
summer school coordinator at Johnston Elementary 
School.  Eric loves to bass fish in tournaments and 
recreationally.  He also enjoys sports with his sons. 
Sarah enjoys learning new crafts and projects as 
well as playing games with family and friends.  
They are involved with their son’s school activities 
and T-ball.  Eric joins us by reaffirmation of faith 
and Sarah by transfer from St. Bernadette, 
Appleton. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY 

The American Family Insurance Badger State 
Games have recently moved to the Fox Cities area. 
The Summer Games have over 25 sports 
tournaments mostly focused on the weekend of June 
26th- 28th, along with an Athlete Welcome on Friday 
June 26th.  There are many sports that are in need of 
groups or individual volunteers.    

Volunteers are needed: 
1. Keep score at a game, 
2. Be a course marshal (pointer) 
3. Help find medical/first aid volunteers 
4. Many more opportunities 

All volunteers receive a free T-shirt and an 
invitation to the Volunteer Thank You Party.  The 
first 200 volunteers will receive a complimentary 
ticket voucher to the August 27th, 2009 Milwaukee 
Brewers game against the Cincinnati Reds.  For 
more information and to volunteer contact Carol 
Newell: 608-226-4780 ext. 233 or e-mail 
volunteer@sportsinwisconsin.com. 

 
THANK YOU  to all who helped 
with the Pentecost Picnic.  When food 
is involved with fellowship, the team 
needs the support of many for things 
to proceed smoothly and successfully.  A special 
"thank you" goes to Scott Finley, chef and teacher at 
the Fox Valley Technical Institute.  Scott provided 
the organization and direction per the ordering, 
preparation, and serving of the delicious meal.  We 
are grateful that he is a member of our church, and 
we are grateful that he joins us in this event. 

LETTER FROM BACK BAY 
Dear friends of Back Bay Mission, 

A couple of weeks ago, I was working late 
in my office when I heard a timid knock on the 
exterior door.  Turning to look, I saw a gaunt face 
peering at me through the window.  As I opened the 
door to ask the man how I could help, my eyes took 
in the length of his frame.  He was tall, at least 6’3’ , 
and even in the relatively warm Biloxi evening he 
wore several layers of clothing.  He was painfully 
thin, his long legs sticking out beneath his rolled up 
pants, mere sticks of flesh that somehow 
miraculously held his body erect.  I’d seen this 
image before, people who wear the weary signs of 
hunger and homelessness like a heavy mantle on 
their shoulders. 
 But as my eyes followed the length of his 
legs down to his feet, I saw something that tore still 
deeper at my heart.  Around both feet he wore 
plastic Walmart bags, fastened in place around his 
bird-like ankles with rubber bands.  He had no 
socks and no shoes…just the bags.  His name was 
Samuel, and he was there to ask not for shoes but 
for some food to quell his hunger pains.  I gave him 
food and managed to find a pair of shoes that would 
fit him.  As he walked away he wore a smile a mile 
wide on his face, as if he’d just been given the gift 
of a lifetime. 
 People like Samuel come to Back Bay 
Mission with a myriad of heart-breaking stories.  
Those plastic bags around his thin feet represent the 
depths of poverty into which many have been flung.   
They have but a single, unified request: “Help Us.”    
 As other social service agencies eliminate 
services or close altogether, Back Bay Mission is 
increasingly depended upon by the community at 
large to meet the growing need for emergency 
assistance.  It is just for these purposes that Back 
Bay Mission exists.  In the midst of all this, Back 
Bay Mission is experiencing its own hardship.  
Even while the demand upon our services escalates, 
our financial resources are dwindling.  Our monthly 
revenue is no longer keeping pace with our monthly 
expenses.  So I am asking for your help.  Please 
consider making a generous gift today.  With your 
help we can continue doing what God has called us 
to do in this place at a time when our ministry is 
clearly and desperately needed. 

With thanksgiving,  

Shari Prestemon 
Executive Director, Bay Back Mission 



 
Summary, Church Council Meeting, May 26, 2009 

 
The By-Laws of First Congregational United Church of Christ authorize the Church Council to act on behalf of 
the congregation between meetings of the congregation.  Council would like to keep members informed about 
its work, so we offer in The Open Door each month a brief summary of our decisions and discussion.  Readers 
who are interested in knowing more or providing feedback are encouraged to contact the Moderator, John Hoft-
March. 

 

Decisions made: 

�  Council approved a recommendation from the Mission and Outreach Ministry Team to include our 
church among the organizations sponsoring a concert by Palestinian musician Ali Amr on July 16. 

�  Council reviewed and approved the description of the half-time position of Youth Coordinator and 
endorsed the plan for a search committee to fill the position. 

�  Council approved a recommendation from JOUST to form a committee to review the lay governance 
structure of our congregation and propose changes in time for the 2010 Annual Meeting. The Moderator 
was authorized to appoint the committee. 

�  Council ratified the Sponsorship Agreement with Habitat for Humanity related to our participation with 
six other UCC congregations and Wells-Fargo Bank in funding and building a Habitat house this year. 

 

Other  topics discussed: 

�  The Mission and Outreach Ministry Team reported on its recent allocation of additional budgeted funds 
to our mission partners and the wider church. With these allocations, our support of LEAVEN and the 
Emergency Shelter stands above last year’s level, while that of all other mission partners equals last 
year’s level. Additional funds have been committed to Our Church’s Wider Mission as well. Some 
unallocated budgeted funds remain, and a decision about their use will be made later in the year. 

�  We discussed a proposal by staff for evaluating the impact of changing primary delivery of The Open 
Door to email. 

�  Staff reviewed a number of mission and ministry activities, including the up-coming trip to Kenya, plans 
for a second trip to Cedar Rapids this fall for flood recovery work, development of a master plan for the 
church grounds, the youth mission trip to Nashville in July, work on the worship theme for 2009-10, and 
potential further collaboration between our congregation and the Appleton Boychoir. 

�  Rev. Jane Anderson raised for Council’s future consideration the hope of beginning a sacred 
conversation about making explicit our commitments to providing welcome and hospitality for gay and 
lesbian people and their families. 

�  The Treasurer noted that revenue is ahead of projections so far this year, while expenses are about on 
budget. 

�  The Stewardship Committee reported on its work on a process to foster greater engagement by more 
members in the life of our faith community. 

 

For more information on any of these topics or to provide input about them, please contact the Moderator, John 
Hoft-March. 

Steve Hirby, 
Secretary 



CALENDAR OF CHURCH ACTIVITIES 
FOR JULY 2009 

 

Thursday, July 2 
12:00 noon -- Theological Discussion Group  (Atlas Mill) 

Friday, July 3 
          CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

Sunday, July 5 
COMMUNION SUNDAY 
 9:30 a.m. Worship Service and Child Care 
 
Tuesday, July 7 
 6:00 p.m. -- Wild Women of the Congo  
 (Stone Cellar, 1004 S. Olde Oneida Street, Appleton)  
 1:00 p.m. -- Pastoral Relations Committee 
 7:00 p.m. -- Music and Worship Ministry Team 
 
Wednesday, July 8 
 6:30 p.m. -- Youth Mission Trip 
 
Thursday, July 9 
 1:00 p.m. -- Prayer Shawl Group 

Sunday, July 12 
 9:30 a.m. Worship Service and Child Care 
 4:00 p.m. -- HFH Blessing of the Build 
 
Monday, July 13 
 6:30 p.m. -- Stephen Ministry Supervision Group 
 6:30 p.m. -- Fellowship and Congregational Life Ministry   
Team 
 7:00 p.m. -- Prayer Shawl Ministry 

  

Tuesday, July 14 
 5:00 p.m. – HR Committee 
6:30 p.m. -- Library Committee 
 6:30 p.m. -- C-Y-F Ministry Team  

Thursday, July 16 
 6:30 a.m. -- Building and Grounds Committee 
12:00 noon -- Theological Discussion Group  (Atlas Mill)   
  
Sunday, July 19 
 9:30 a.m. Worship Service and Child Care 
10:30 a.m. -- Stewardship Committee 

Tuesday, July 21 
 7:00 p.m. -- Adult Education/Spiritual Formation Ministry 
Team 
  
Wednesday, July 22 
 6:30 p.m. -- Youth Mission Trip 
 
Sunday, July 26 
 9:30 a.m. Worship Service and Child Care 
 
Sunday, July 26 to  
Saturday, August 1 
Youth Mission Trip  (Nashville, Tennessee) 

Tuesday, July 28 
 5:30 p.m. -- Finance Committee 
 6:30 p.m. -- Church Council  

  

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

JULY DATES FOR LUNCHTIME ORGAN RECITAL SERIES  
Wednesdays*  from 12:15 - 12:45 

July 1   Daniel Schwandt  
St. Joseph Catholic Church 
404 W. Lawrence St., Appleton  

*Saturday Special: 
July 4   Frank Rippl  

Trinity Lutheran Church 
(Patriotic sing-a-long!)  
209 S. Allen St., Appleton 
(Lawrence at Oneida Streets) 

July 8   Marianne Chaudoir  
St. Bernard’s Catholic Church 
1617 Pine Street., Appleton  
 (behind Xavier H. S.) 

July 15  Jeff Verkuilen  

St. John Catholic Church 
323 S. Pine St., LITTLE CHUTE  

July 22  Blake Doss  
First United Methodist Church 
200 N. Drew Street., Appleton  

*Tuesday Special: 
July 28  Paul Weber (12:45)  

St Mary’s Catholic Church 
212 Appleton St., MENASHA  

July 29  Mark Paisar  
1st Presbyterian Church 
200 Church St., NEENAH  

 
 



HOT HEALTH CARE DEBATE FIRES UP IN FOX VALLEY 
WALK AND RALLY FOR REFORM 

Join ESTHER in a walk and rally in Appleton to support quality health care that is affordable and 
accessible to all.  The walk will begin at Harmony Café and end at the Thompson Center where participants will 
join with additional community members, religious leaders, elected officials, and medical professionals in a 
rally for health care reform.  This event will precede a larger event in Washington DC, where members of 
ESTHER will join thousands calling for health care reform in 2009.  In case of rain, the event will take place 
inside of the Thompson Center.  This event is open to the public. 

Date: Monday, June 22nd 
Time: Walk begins at 5:30 p.m.; Rally begins at 6:00 p.m. 
Where:  Walk will start at Harmony Café (233 E. College Avenue, Appleton) and conclude with a rally 
at the Thompson Center (820 W. College Avenue, Appleton). 
 

ESTHER supports the following pr inciples of quality, affordable, and accessible health care; 
1. Health care coverage should be guaranteed to everyone living in the United States with a choice of 

public or private health insurance plan. 
2. Health care should be affordable and accessible to all, with special consideration for low income 

individuals and families. 
3. Health care should be cost-effective and sustainable for society. 
4. Health care should be of high quality for everyone with a choice of doctors and hospitals. 
5. Health care coverage should be continuous, regardless of employment status or pre-existing condition. 
6. Health care coverage should be comprehensive, meeting needs from chronic to preventative care. 

For additional information see our website: www.esther-foxvalley.org.   

E S T H E R 
The interfaith social-justice organization in the Fox Valley 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
           


