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SCHEDULE OF WORSHIP A BIG THANKSTO ALL THAT SERVED
LEMONADE ON THE LAWN
SUNDAY, AUGUST 30, 2009 Your time and energy supplying the congregation
9:30 am. with smiles and cool refreshments after the worship
SEMON ..o Rev. Steve Savides service has been enjoyed and appreciated by all!
MUSIC: oo Molly Wilson, soprano As the summer months come to an end and our fall
Katie and Kelsey LaViolette, session begins, it's time to start sign-ups for the
First Congregational Organ Scholars coffee servers between services each Sunday
John Albrecht, accompanist morning. There are sign-up sheets in the Narthex
SUNDAY., SEPTEMBER 6, 2009 for Sunday mornings beginning September 20™
COMMUNION SUNDAY through December 27", All you need to do is be at
9:30 am. the coffeefjuice table after 1% service...coffee will
SEIMON ..o Rev. Jane Anderson be made and in the carafes. Your job will be to
MUSIC..cvoovererrcrienines Steven Paul Spears, tenor pour the coffee and juice and be a smiling presence
Kelsey Platt, violin to everyone as they leave the worship service. It'sa
simple and easy way to be of service to the church
B e S e o ORI eS|t dm o' et “merbers o e
1043 FM AT 845 AM. ON A ONE WEEK foggrfga“on' Won't you consider signing. up
oday”
DELAY DURING SUMMER. Fellowship and Congregational Life Ministry Team

CELEBRATE RALLY SUNDAY!
SEPTEMBER 13,
9:30 a.m. Please note special time
One service of worship only
with fellowship and brunch to follow
Join with other church members for a continental
breakfast featuring coffee cakes, bagels, fruit, and
beverages downstairs in the Fellowship Hall. We'll
have a “bouncy” outside on the
lawn for the children. Help in
preparing for this event is needed —
both Saturday and Sunday /
morning. Please look for the sign %&\ fl
up sheets located in the narthex. If
you'd like to, wear the Still Speaking
colors—red and black—on Rally Sunday.

Church member Julia Rhodes works at
the Joint UCC Habitat Build.




FROM THE PASTOR’'SDESK:

“Taste and see that the Lord is good, his
mercy is everlasting.”

Dear Friends,

These are the words of the psalmist who
assures people of all ages of God’s eternal goodness
and mercy in al times, in al places. Most of us
know this to be true when we are basking in the
glories of summer--tasting the delights of fresh
fruits, vegetables, exploring and enjoying the
beauty of the earth in all her glory; feeling the
freedom of being outdoors until late in the evening
and relishing the unhurried conversations; knowing
the thrill of a good baseball game; smelling the
scents of a campfire or the backyard barbeque. It's
easy to “taste and see that the Lord is good” in such
timesin our lives.

But at times when we are challenged in life, it is not
always easy to taste, see, know that the Lord is good
and God’s mercy is everlasting. | am aware of how
many of you have lost jobs in the last year and are
uncertain where you will find employment, how
you will pay the bills and for some, where your next
meal will come from. | am aware of how many of
you are struggling with a medical condition that is
frightening, painful, and debilitating. | am aware of
how many of you are struggling with challenging
relationships at work and at home, with your bosses,
your spouses or your children; challenges that at
times ae emotionaly overwhelming and
exhausting. | am aware that in times like these it is
hard to see, taste, feel, hear, know that the Lord is
good, his mercy is everlasting.

But | am aso aware, that in times like these--
challenging, frightening, painful overwhelming
times--that we need to cling even tighter to voices
who cry out in faith, “taste and see that the Lord is
good, his mercy is everlasting.”

The psamist does not write these words in a time
when it is easy to know of God’'s goodness. He
writes them in a time when the world has been
turned upside down and life is hard, challenging,
and uncertain is precisely when our daily life is
filled with uncertainty that we need assurance of
God's goodness, love and mercy. It is during the
tough times in life when we need to draw closer to

God, closer to the One who loves us, more than
anyone could, who feels our hurt, pain, anger,
frustration in the depths of God's self, and who
genuinely desires to help us—no matter the
challenge or circumstance. God is steadfast in love
and mercy and draws ever closer to usin hard times
even though we may not aways be able to taste,
see, hear or feel God's loving presence. God loves
you and will continue to love you in al times,
places and life circumstances.

God's love, goodness and mercy is not dependent
on our awareness of them or our ability to draw
close to God. Yet when we do draw close to God
we are able to experience in a new way God's
goodness and mercy; we open ourselves to receive
the gifts that God has to offer us in ways we may
never have known before—ways that reach beyond
our imagining, circumstance or challenge, ways that
influence and change us and our lives. Over the
years, | have seen how people of faith demonstrate
peace in the midst of turmoil and conflict, cam in
the midst of crisis, joy in the midst of despair, and
love in the midst of hate. | have seen abundant
sustenance be provided in destitute circumstances. |
have seen forgiveness and mercy rise up in places
and circumstances | never would have expected. In
my own life when faced with desperation and
despair, God's love broke through the darkness and
brought forth new opportunities for light, love, and
life to shine through. For those times | am eternaly
grateful.

In the midst of your lives God is working, seeking
to help, to reach out to you with love, grace and
mercy, and to bring healing and hope in the midst of
hurt and despair. “Taste and see that the Lord is
good. God’'s mercy is everlasting” no matter the
season or circumstance in your life' s journey.

Peace and Love,

Pastor Jane




JOYSAND CONCERNS

Members of our church family benefit from

our prayers, continuing support, and words of

encouragement as they celebrate special times

or struggle with difficult times in their lives.

Please keep these people in your prayers.

Greet them with a loving word when you see

them.

Judy Bowman

Linda Breitzman's mother

Monk Elmer’s mother, Joan

Jan Gerlach

Paul Grube's sister-in-law, Connie

Greg Heinz’'s mother, Carol

Kathy Kennedy’ s father

Donald Phillips, father of Rick Phillips

Ann Sanderson

Ruth Reineck

Trina Reynolds

Patti Trochil

Phyllis Trunk

For those who have lost their jobs
CONTINUING PRAYERS:

Dee Abts mother

Katie Behl

Cheryl Benzschawel’ s father

David Easty serving in Afghanistan

Evelyn Gelbke

Heather Genke Bogacz

Ingrid Fields

Steve Furstenberg

Ken Geiger

Tony Grade’' s father

Sue Hasz' s nephew

Barry Helms

Jean Harkins

Carol Huebner

Ethel Jesse

Sam Johnson

Judy Kaddatz

Tammy Nelson’s mother, Jacki Krause

Richard Miller's son-in-law, Rick Kramer

James Marsh, father of Mae Van Driest

Carlaand Dennis Oudenhoven

Bette Schmidt

Joyce Spurlock

MyaWardle, daughter of Brian and Lecia

Wardle
Melba Webster, grandmother of Rhonda
Vanden Boogaard
Helen Wright

From Director For Music Ministries, John Albrecht

Is this your year to get involved in the music
ministry of our church? Please check the music
portion of our church website for the upcoming
events and new information on our 2009-10 Music
Ministry program year. Note that the first rehearsal
for our Sanctuary Choir (adults and senior highs) is
Wednesday, September 9, at 7:00 p.m. (the first
Wednesday after Labor Day), and that we sing
dready in the 9:30 am. Rally Sunday Service on
September 13. You are welcome herel

— i

CHURCH SCHOOL/MIDDLE
SCHOOL REGISTRATION
To register please go to:
http://firstcongopathways.org/register.
html (for church school)
or
http://www.middleschool.firstcongopat
hways.org (for Middle School)
Y ou can register online or print the
forms and send them to the church.

FVWSHOSPITALITY NEWS

The Fox Valey Warming Shelter provides
temporary overnight shelter to those homeless
adults who cannot be served by, or who are in
transition to other loca shelters. First
Congregational will open its doors from 8 p.m. to 8
am. during the weeks of October 25 and January 10
of the upcoming season to provide space for rest, an
evening hot meal, and a continental breakfast for
these folks. We will be seeking volunteers to make
food, serve the medls, or to spend a 4-hour block of
time as an assistant to the FVWS staff person. A
WS Volunteer Manual will be available at the Sign-
Up Table in the Narthex by the end of August.
Please review the Volunteer Roles and
Responsibilities for those jobs as you consider
whether or not you might be willing and able to
serve in this way. Mary Sullivan and Sharon List
will coordinate these events, and they will be
available in person on September 13 to answer
guestions and to recruit volunteers. Or you can
reach them by phone for more information or to
sign up in advance (Mary at 740-9452; Sharon at
731-3557).




OPEN DOOR SURVEY RESULTS

In May of this year, aspecial survey was given to the members of the congregation regarding the recent changes
in the distribution of The Open Door, our biweekly church newsletter. As you will remember, as part of our
budget cuts for this church year, we went to an electronic newsletter as a way to reduce mailing costs and staff
time. The May survey was an effort on our part to gauge the impact these changes had made on the
congregation.

Over 120 people completed the questionnaire. When asked if the change to an electronic newsletter for
stewardship reasons had been good for the church, nearly 90% of respondents said “yes.” That and the
comments that followed indicated that the respondents clearly understood why we had made the change. Many
made supportive comments about the change even though it made accessing the newsletter more personally
difficult for them. Reading these comments, we were deeply impressed by the willingness of the membership
to sacrifice convenience for the sake of stewardship. But other results in the survey were concerning. For
instance, when asked if the respondents read the newsletter more or less now that it is e-mailed, about 10% said
“more,” 30% said “less,” and 60% said “the same.”

In their review of the results of the survey during their July meeting, the Church Council affirmed all those who
took the time to share their responses. They concluded that the e-mailing of the newsletter should be continued.
They aso concluded that the congregation should be invited to sign up to receive the newsletter viamail if that
is the method that works out best for them. They believed that the church could continue to meet our
stewardship goals and still offer the newsletter via mail to those who wish. The newsletter continues to be the
congregation’s primary source of information about events at the church and it is vitally important that we find
the best ways for it to be distributed to the members of the congregation.

We will be posting sign-up lists in the narthex over the next month for people to sign up to receive The Open
Door via mail and/or email. Please sign up! And if there is an out-of-town friend of the church who would
benefit from receiving the church newdletter via e-mail, let us know. We want all who wish to receive The
Open Door to do so in the way that works out best for them and for our church!

CHRISTIANSIN A CONSUMING CULTURE (C3) DISCUSSION GROUP ISBACK FOR 2009-2010!

Eilene Hoft-March and Mary Haller hope you will join in for some or all C3 sessions as together we seek to
lead God-Centered livesin aworld that has other priorities.

We will be meeting about once a month from 10:15-11:15 (after first service). Our current plan calls for the
following topics:
. Sun. Sept. 20 — The Story of Stuff and its Role in our Lives

Sun, Oct. 11 — Materialism and the Arc of our Lives

Sun. Nov. 22 — Abundance versus Scarcity/Stewardship

Sun. Jan. 17 — Raising Kids and Grandchildren in a Consuming Society

Sun. Feb. 21 — The Impact of “Keeping up with Technology”

Sun. Mar. 21 — Environmental Stewardship

Sun. April 18 — Hope for our future!

If you have any questions, please call Mary Haller (730-0586), but there is nothing to prepare and no need to
RSVP. We hope you'll join in this fun opportunity to grow in faith!




SAY IT WITH FLOWERS
Our Flower Committee has been the force behind
the flower arrangements that brighten the Sanctuary
each Sunday morning. The flowers from these
arrangements in turn brighten the lives of those who
receive the small bouquets that are made from the
arrangements. Now it is your turn to help the
Flower Committee by sponsoring flowers on a
Sunday morning. Flowers can be given in memory
of loved ones or in honor of special
people or happy occasions. Please
sign up in the Flower Book that
can be found on the counter in
the Church Office or you can
cal the Church Office. The
suggested donation for flower
arrangements is $35.00.
Arrangements reguesting roses are a
bit more.

KEEPING KIDSWARM

The following article is from the Community
Clothes Closet Spring Newsletter. Lois is a
member of First Congregational.

“It was a cold day in February when | first met
Lois Yost. She was donating some lovely hand-
made pgjamas for the children of the CCC. When |
asked Lois why she made al of those lovely
pajamas, she responded, ‘Everyone likes to be
warm. | can’t think of anything worse than to be
cold and not be able to do much about it. If you
sleep warm you can deal with what life hands you
more easily.” Turnsout, Lois loves to sew and over
the years had made clothing for her grandchildren.
Being an avid seamstress, she not only has a sewing
room but also a sewing annex. She got the idea to
sew fleece jackets for the kids at the CCC when she
walked into her sewing annex and
found a beautiful full piece of fabric.
She asked what else we needed, and
when she found out that we aways
need children’s clothing, she decided
to make the pagjamas for the children.
She is making our little corner of
the world a bit warmer, and we
thank her for her kindness.”

THE DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE
OF THE OPEN DOOR IS 9:00 A.M. ON
MONDAY, AUGUST 31, 2009.

BRUNCH BUNCH

Welcome to a new season of the Brunch
Bunch. This is an opportunity for empty nesters,
retired members, and others to get acquainted or
reacquainted and enjoy a stimulating program. The
brunches will again be held at Riverview Country
Club a 12:00 noon on the following dates:
September 27, November 8, February 28, and May
2. The cost is $10.00. Prior to each brunch there
will be a sign-up sheet in the Narthex or you may
phone the Church Office.

Our first program will be Community
Circles of Support, a group of volunteers who help
those being released from prison make a successful
transition to the community. Since our last brunch
focused on the role of Prison Ministries, this will
take us to the next logical step. Other programs
may include our mission trips to Kenya and Back
Bay. If you have any program ideas or suggestions
please call Judy Tonnell at 734-3359.

Abbey Casper-Curtis poses with her new
friends during the 2009 Kenya Mission Trip

ATIME TO MOURN

A six week grief group entitled “Time To Mourn” is
being offered by Lutheran Homes of Oshkosh, in
cooperation with Affinity Health System, Affinity
Home Hedth and Hospice—Ministry Health and
CLR — Senior Living Communities. The group will
be co-led by professionals trained in grief support
and is designed for those who have lost an adult
loved one through death. There is no charge for
these sessions, but pre-registration is required.
Sessions will be held on Monday evenings, 6:00-
8:15 p.m., from September 14 through October 19.
For more information and pre-registration, please
cal (920) 232-5274.




SEPTEMBER 2009

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1

5:30 p.m. — Chrysalis

6:30 p.m.-- C-Y-F Meeting

7:00 p.m. -- Worship and Music Ministry Team

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
12:00 noon -- Book Group

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3
6:30 a.m. -- Fellowship of the Carpenters

(Angels Restaurant, 1401 E. John Street, Appleton)
12:00 noon -- Theological Discussion Group (Atlas Mill)

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
COMMUNION SUNDAY
9:30 a.m. -- Worship Service and Child Care

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
LABOR DAY
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
6:00 p.m. -- Wild Women of the Congo

(Stone Cellar, 1004 S. Olde Oneida Street, Appleton)
6:30 p.m. -- Fellowship and Congregational Life Ministry
Team
6:30 p.m. -- Library Committee

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9

12:00 noon -- Book Group

6:00 p.m. -- Small Group Leaders Training

6:30 p.m. -- Orientation for Middle School Parents
6:30 p.m. -- 10th Grade Confirmation Class

7:00 p.m. -- Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
1:00 p.m. -- Prayer Shawl Ministry
7:00 p.m.-- Adult Ed/Spiritual Formation Ministry Team

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13

RALLY SUNDAY WITH ALL-CHURCH PICNIC
CHURCH SCHOOL TEACHERS COMMISSIONED
9:30 a.m. -- Worship Service and Child Care

5:00 p.m. -- Lawrence Music Scholars Rehearsal

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
6:30 p.m. -- Stephen Ministers Supervision Group
7:00 p.m. -- Prayer Shawl! Ministry

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15

5:00 p.m. Church Grounds Master Planning Committee
5:30 p.m. — Chrysalis

6:30 p.m. Kenya Partnership Team

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16

12:00 noon -- Book Group

6:30 p.m. -- Orientation for Middle School Students
6:30 p.m. -- 10th Grade Confirmation Class

7:00 p.m. -- Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
6:30 a.m. -- Fellowship of the Carpenters
(Angels Restaurant, 1401 E. John Street, Appleton)
6:30 a.m. -- Building and Grounds Committee
12:00 noon -- Theological Discussion Group (Atlas Mill)

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20

8:45 and 10:30 a.m. Worship Services and Church School
10:15 a.m. — Christians in a Consuming Culture

5:00 p.m. -- Lawrence Music Scholars Rehearsal

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
6:30 p.m. — Emergency Shelter Informational Meeting for
Volunteers

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
5:30 p.m. -- Finance Committee
6:30 p.m. -- Church Council

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23

4:30 p.m. -- Children's Choir Rehearsal
5:45 p.m. -- Youth Handbells Rehearsal
6:30 p.m. -- Middle School Classes
7:00 p.m. -- Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
Octoberfest Fundraiser for Habitat for Humanity

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27

8:45 and 10:30 a.m. Worship Services and Church School

9:35 a.m. — Emergency Shelter Informational Meeting for
Volunteers

12:00 noon -- Brunch Bunch (Riverview Country Club,

1101 S. Oneida, Appleton)

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
6:30 p.m. -- Bible Study

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
Habitat for Humanity First Congo Build Day (621 E.
Calumet Street, Appleton)

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30

10:30 a.m. -- Bible Study

4:30 p.m. -- Children's Choir Rehearsal
5:45 p.m. -- Youth Handbells Rehearsal
6:30 p.m. -- Middle School Classes
7:00 p.m. -- Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal




