Welcome to First Congregational
Donating to First Congregational UCC
You are invited to donate via virtual offering. Please visit our webpage and click “Give”
to make your weekly offering, or text FCUCC GIVE to 73256. Checks can also still be
mailed to the church.

References to God
References to God in traditional prayers, readings, and hymns in our worship may
sometimes be gender specific. As we pray and sing together, you are invited to substitute
terms that reflect your understanding of the full inclusiveness of the spirit of God.

Land Acknowledgement
Our church is located on the ancestral homelands of the Menominee Nation. We
acknowledge this indigenous community who stewarded this land throughout the
generations and pay respect to their elders past and present.

Online Streaming and Podcasting
Audio and video recordings of our sermons and a written transcript are accessible at
www.firstcongoappleton.org/sermons.
You can watch a live stream of First Congo services on Facebook.com/1stCongo or at
www.firstcongoappleton.org/worship-with-us/livestream.

Online Documents and Information
Official documents of First Congregational and links to announcements, news and other
information reside on our website: www.firstcongoappleton.org.

Upcoming Worship Schedule
February 21, 2021
First Sunday in Lent
Rev. Glenn Svetnicka (UCCI)
Livestreaming at 9:30 AM
Scripture Reading: Luke 10:25-42
Music: David Cook, assistant organist; LU Music Scholars (pre-recorded)
Lay Reader: Michael Weaver
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP
ASH WEDNESDAY

February 17, 2021

7:00 PM

Rev. Dr. Stephen P. Savides, Senior Pastor
Rev. Nicholas J. Hatch, Pastor for Youth and Family Ministries
Rev. Dr. Laurie Lyter Bright, Interim Pastor for Congregational Care and Missions
Pastor Dianne Droster, Interim Sabbatical Pastor

PRELUDE
Soul, Adorn Thyself with Gladness (Schmücke dich, o liebe Seele)

Brahms

David Cook, assistant organist
RINGING OF CHURCH BELL
WELCOME AND GREETING
INTROIT
A Hymn to God the Father
Logan Willis, tenor

Pelham Humfrey
(1647-1674)
Poem by John Donne

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: We have come from everywhere to this place of worship–
People: We have come seeking rest and renewal for our souls–
Leader: We have come with burdens, and questions, and failures–
People: We have come seeking rest and renewal for our souls.
Leader: We have come seeking peace in a world of strife and conflict–
People: We have come seeking rest and renewal for our souls–
Leader: Mostly we have come seeking you, O Lord–
ALL:

May we worship you tonight in Spirit and Truth.

OPENING HYMN (see bulletin p. 5)
Lord Jesus, Who Through Forty Days

ST. FLAVIAN
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O God, who sees all things, who knows our needs before we ask; we admit
today that you also know our failures even before we admit them to ourselves.
But we admit them now. Instead of loving others as we love ourselves, we
have only loved ourselves, and have not always done this well. Instead of
walking in the light of forgiveness and grace we have reveled in the shadow of
malice and fear. Instead of sharing our bread with the hungry, we have spent
our resources upon that which does not satisfy.
O God of mercy, forgive us and heal us. Draw us away from our pursuits of
self-indulgence and teach us how to love ourselves as you love us. Set our feet
upon the path to generosity and remind us what it means to truly be selfgiving. Through Jesus we pray, Amen.
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Leader:

Hear the Good News: God will once again meet us at the cross,
offering forgiveness and leaving Grace. This is the love of God
welcoming us no matter the path we have trod in life.

People:

Thanks be for the one who welcomes us along the joyful and painful
path of life. Amen.

GOSPEL READING

Luke 9:51-62

BRIEF MEDITATION
"Loving Your Neighbor as Yourself: An Invitation"

Rev. Nick Hatch

HYMN (see bulletin p. 6)
O Jesus, I Have Promised

NYLAND

A MUSICAL OFFERING
Lord, for Thy Tender Mercy’s Sake

Farrant

LU Music Scholars (pre-recorded)
(During this time, you are invited to a virtual offering. Please visit our webpage and
click “Give” to make your weekly offering, or text FCUCC GIVE to 73256).
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SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
INVITATION
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
THANKSGIVING OVER THE ASHES
BREAKING THE BREAD AND POURING THE WINE
BLESSING OF THE PRAYERS / IMPOSITION OF ASHES
Chorale on "Schmücke dich, o liebe Seele"

J. S. Bach

UNISON PRAYER AFTER IMPOSITION
Merciful God, this night we bow our heads before you, our brows marked
with the ashes that betray our origins as creatures of dust. We were destined to
be dust, but you intervened on our behalf. There are no words to thank you for
such love. Grant us strength to live lives worthy of such grace. With the cross
as a sign, help us love one another as you have loved us, striving for the
protection and redemption of all people. In the name of Christ, Amen.
CLOSING HYMN #471 (see bulletin p. 7)
I Want Jesus to Walk with Me

SOJOURNER

BENEDICTION
(Conclude with silence.)
TODAY’S MUSICIANS
David Cook, assistant organist
Logan Willis, LU Music Scholar tenor
LU Music Scholars (pre-recorded)
John M. Albrecht, Director for Music Ministries
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